Social Justice: readings for Tuesday Text, November 13, 2018

p. 1

Islam

Al-Ma'idah 5:8
َّ ََۚ َّ ۟ ُ َّ َ َِّٰۖ َ ْ َّ ُ َ ْ َ َ ُ ۟ ُ ْ َۚ ۟ ُ ْ َ َّ َ ََّٰٰٓ َ َ ْ َ ُ َٔ َ َ ْ ُ َّ َ ْ َ َ َ ِۖ ْ ْ َ ٓ َ َ ُ َّ ََ ََّٰٰٓ َ ُّ َ َّ َ َ َ ُ ۟ ُ ُ ۟ َ َّ َّٰ ن
ٱّلِل ِإن
ّلِل شهداء ِبٱل ِقس ِط وَل يج ِرمنكم شنـان قوم عل أَل تع ِدلواۚ ٱع ِدلوا هو أقرب ِللتقوى وٱتقوا
ِ ِ يـأيها ٱل ِذين ءامنوا كونوا قو ِمي
ٌۢ َ َ َّ
َ ُ َ
ٱّلِل خ ِب ري ِب َما ت ْع َملون
O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others
to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah.
For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.

Al-Anfal 8:39
َ َۚ َّ ُ ُّ ُ ُ ِّ َ ُ َ َ َ َ َّٰ ُ ُ ْ َ ََّ َّٰ َ َ ُ َ ْ َ ر
َ ُ
َ
َ َّ ٱنت َه ْو ۟ا َفإ َّن
ٱّلِل ِب َما َي ْع َملون َب ِص ري
ّلِل ف ِإ ِن
ِ ِ وقـ ِتلوهم حّت َل تكون ِفتنة ويكون ٱلدين كلهۥ
ِ
And fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in
Allah altogether and everywhere; but if they cease, verily Allah doth see all that they do.
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Judaism

Leviticus 19: 1 – 18
ֹשה לֵּא ֹֹֽמר
ֵּ֥ ֶ ויד ֵּ ֵּ֥בר יהוָ֖ה אֶ ל־מ
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
יכם׃
ֹֽ ֶ ֵּד ֵּ֞ ֵּבר אֶ ל־כל־ע ֲַ֧דת בנֵּי־יִשר ֵּ ֵ֛אל ואמר ֵּ֥ת ֲאל ֶ ֵָּ֖הם קד ִ ִֹׁ֣שים ִתהי֑ ּו ִ ִׁ֣כי ק ֔דֹוש ֲא ִנָ֖י יהוֵּ֥ה אֱֹלה
Speak to the whole Israelite community and say to them: You shall be holy, for I, the LORD your God, am
holy.
יכם׃
ֹֽ ֶ ֵֹּתי ִתש ֹ֑מרּו א ֲִנָ֖י יהוֵּ֥ה אֱֹלה
ָ֖ יראּו ואֶ ת־שבת
֔ ִ ִׁ֣איש ִא ּ֤מֹו וא ִביו֙ ִת
You shall each revere his mother and his father, and keep My sabbaths: I the LORD am your God.
יכם׃
ֹֽ ֶ ֵּילים ֵּוֹֽאֹלהֵּ י֙ מסֵּ ֔כה ֵּ֥ל ֹא תע ֲָ֖שּו ל ֶכ֑ם א ֲִנָ֖י יהוֵּ֥ה אֱֹלה
ִ ֔ ִל־האֱל
ִׁ֣ ֶל־תפ ֙נּו א
ִ א
Do not turn to idols or make molten gods for yourselves: I the LORD am your God.
ו ִ ַ֧כי ִתזב ֵ֛חּו זֶ ֵּ֥בח של ִ ָ֖מים ליהו֑ה ִ ֹֽלרצֹנ ֶכָ֖ם ִתזב ֹֽחהּו׃
When you sacrifice an offering of well-being to the LORD, sacrifice it so that it may be accepted on your
behalf.
ישי ב ֵּ ָ֖אש יִש ֵּ ֹֽרף׃
ִ ֔ ִּוממחֳ ר֑ת והּנֹותר֙ עד־יִׁ֣ ֹום השל
ֹֽ ִ ביַ֧ ֹום זִ בחֲ ֶכֵ֛ם יֵּא ֵּכָ֖ל
It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it, or on the day following; but what is left by the third day must
be consumed in fire.
ישי ִפגֵּ֥ ּול ָ֖הּוא ֵּ֥ל ֹא יֵּר ֶ ֹֽצה׃
֑ ִ ִו ִ ֵ֛אם הֵּ א ֵֹּ֥כל יֵּא ֵּכָ֖ל ביִׁ֣ ֹום השל
If it should be eaten on the third day, it is an offensive thing, it will not be acceptable.
ו ֹֹֽאכליו֙ עֲוֹ נִׁ֣ ֹו י ִ֔שא ִ ֹֽכי־אֶ ת־קֵֹּ֥ דֶ ש יהוָ֖ה ִחלֵּ ֑ל ונִכר ֵ֛תה הּנֶ ֵּ֥פֶ ש ה ִ ָ֖הוא מֵּ ע ֶ ֹֽמיה׃
And he who eats of it shall bear his guilt, for he has profaned what is sacred to the LORD; that person
shall be cut off from his kin.
ּוֹֽ בקצרכ ֶ֙ם אֶ ת־ק ִ ִׁ֣ציר ארצ ֶ֔כם ַ֧ל ֹא תכלֶ ֵ֛ה פ ֵּ֥את שדךָ֖ לִ ק ֹ֑צר ולֶ ֵּ֥קֶ ט ק ִ ֹֽצירךָ֖ ֵּ֥ל ֹא תל ֵּ ֹֽקט׃
When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap all the way to the edges of your field, or
gather the gleanings of your harvest.
יכם׃
ֹֽ ֶ ֵּּופ ֶרט כרמךָ֖ ִׁ֣ל ֹא תל ֵּ ֑קט ֶ ֹֽלע ִ ּ֤ני ולגֵּר֙ ת ֲע ִֹׁ֣זב ֹא ֔תם ֲא ִנָ֖י יהוֵּ֥ה אֱֹלה
ֵּ֥ ֶ וכרמך֙ ִׁ֣ל ֹא תעֹו ֵּ֔לל
You shall not pick your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for
the poor and the stranger: I the LORD am your God.
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יתֹו׃
ֹֽ ָ֖ל ֹא ִתג ֑ ֹנבּו ול ֹא־תכחֲ ֵּ֥שּו ו ֹֽל ֹא־תשק ָ֖רּו ִ ֵּ֥איש בע ֲִמ
You shall not steal; you shall not deal deceitfully or falsely with one another.
ֱֹלהיך ֲא ִנֵּ֥י יהוֹֽה׃
ָ֖ ֶ ת־שם א
ֵּ֥ ֵּ ֶא־תשב ֵּ֥עּו ִבש ִ ָ֖מי ל ֑שקֶ ר ו ִחלל ֵ֛ת א
ִ ֹ ו ֹֽל
You shall not swear falsely by My name, profaning the name of your God: I am the LORD.
ת־רעֲךָ֖ ו ִׁ֣ל ֹא ִתג ֹ֑זל ֹֽל ֹא־ת ֵּ֞ ִלין פעלֵּ֥ת ש ִ ֵ֛כיר ִאתךָ֖ עד־ ֹֹֽבקֶ ר׃
ֹֽ ֵּ ֶשק א
ֹ ֵּ֥ ֹֽל ֹא־ת ֲע
You shall not defraud your fellow. You shall not commit robbery. The wages of a laborer shall not remain
with you until morning.
ֱֹלהיך ֲא ִנֵּ֥י יהוֹֽה׃
ָ֖ ֶ של וי ֵּרֵּ֥את מֵּ א
ֹ ֑ ל ֹא־תקלֵּ ִׁ֣ל חֵּ ֵּ ֔רש ולִ פנֵּ ִׁ֣י ִע ֔ ֵּּור ֵּ֥ל ֹא ִת ֵּ ָ֖תן ִמכ
You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God: I am
the LORD.
יתך׃
ֹֽ ֶ ֵּי־דל ו ֵּ֥ל ֹא תֶ הדָ֖ר פנֵּ ִׁ֣י ג ֑דֹול ב ֶצָ֖דֶ ק ִתש ֵֹּ֥פט ע ֲִמ
֔ שא פנ
ִׁ֣ ֹא־ת
ִ ל ֹא־תע ֲֵּ֥שּו ֙ע ֶו ֙ל ב ִמש ֔פט ל
You shall not render an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or show deference to the rich; judge your
kinsman fairly.
ל־דם ֵּר ֶ ֑עך ֲא ִנָ֖י יהוֹֽה׃
ִׁ֣ ל ֹא־תֵּ לֵּ ְּ֤ך רכִ י ֙ל בע ֔ ֶמיך ֵּ֥ל ֹא ת ֲע ָֹ֖מד ע
Do not deal basely with your countrymen. Do not profit by the blood of your fellow: I am the LORD.
ֹא־ת ֵּ֥שא עלָ֖יו ֵּ ֹֽחטא׃
ִ יתך ול
ֶ ֔ יח אֶ ת־ע ֲִמ
֙ תֹוכ
ִ ֙ הֹוכּ֤ח
ֵּ א־תשנֵּ֥א אֶ ת־א ִ ָ֖חיך ִבלב ֶ ֑בך
ִ ֹ ֹֽל
You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman but incur no guilt because of him.
א־תטֹר֙ אֶ ת־בנֵּ ִׁ֣י ע ֔ ֶמך ו ֹֽאהב ֵּ֥ת ל ֵּרעֲךָ֖ כ ֑מֹוך ֲא ִנָ֖י יהוֹֽה׃
ִ ֹ א־תקֹּ֤ ם ו ֹֽל
ִ ֹ ֹֽל
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: I
am the LORD.
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Christianity
Matthew 25:31-46 (Translation: Inclusive New Testament)
At the appointed time the Promised One will come in glory, escorted by all the angels of heaven and will
sit upon the royal throne, with the nations assembled below. Then the Promised One will separate
them from one another, as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. The sheep will be placed on
the right hand, the goats on the left.
The ruler will say to those on the right, ‘Come, you blessed of my Abba God! Inherit the kindom
prepared for you from the creation of the world! For I was hungry and you fed me; I was thirsty and you
gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me; naked and you clothed me. I was ill and you
comforted me; in prison and you came to visit me.’ Then these will ask, ‘When did we see you hungry
and feed you, or see you thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you as a stranger and invite you
in, or clothe you in your nakedness? When did we see you ill or in prison and come to visit you?’ The
ruler will answer them, ‘The truth is, every time you did this for the least of my sisters and brothers, you
did it for me.’
Then the ruler will say to those on the left, ‘Out of my sight, you accursed ones! Into that everlasting
fire prepared for the Devil and the fallen angels! I was hungry and you gave me no food; I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink. I was a stranger and you gave me no welcome; naked and you gave
me no clothing. I was ill and in prison and you did not come to visit me.’ Then they in turn will ask,
‘When did we see you hungry or thirsty, or homeless or naked, or ill or in prison and not take care of
you?’ The answer will come, ‘The truth is, as often as you neglected to do this to one of the least of
these, you neglected to do it to me.’ They will go off to eternal punishment, and the just will go off to
eternal life.

Luke 10: 25-37 (Translation: Inclusive New Testament)
An expert on the Law stood up to put Jesus to the test and said, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit
everlasting life?”
Jesus answered, “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”
The expert on the Law replied:
You must love the Most High God
with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength and with all your mind.
and your neighbor as yourself.”
Jesus said, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you’ll live.”
But the expert on the Law, seeking self-justification, pressed Jesus further:
“And just who is my neighbor?”
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Jesus replied: “There was a traveler going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, who fell prey to robbers.
The traveler was beaten, stripped naked, and left half dead. A priest happened to be going down the
same road; the priest saw the traveler lying beside the road, but passed by on the other side. Likewise
there was a Levite who came the same way; this one, too, saw the afflicted traveler and passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan, who was taking the same road, also came upon the traveler and, filled
with compassion, approached the traveler and dressed the wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then the
Samaritan put the wounded person on a donkey, went straight to an inn and there took care of the
injured one. The next day the Samaritan took out to silver pieces and gave them to the innkeeper with
the request, ‘Look after this person, and if there is any further expense, I’ll repay you on the way back.’
“Which of these three, in your opinion, was the neighbor to the traveler who fell in with the robbers?”
The answer came, “The one who showed compassion.”
Jesus replied, “Then go and do the same.”

