
 

Hanukkah Songs 
 

My Dreidel 

I have a little dreidel, It has a lovely body 
I made it out of clay, With a leg so short and thin 
And when it's dry and ready And when it gets all tired 
Then dreidel I shall play!  It drops and then I win! 
 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,  
I made it out of clay With a leg so short and thin, 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,  
Now dreidel I shall play It drops and then I win. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maoz Tsur / Rock of Ages 

Ma'oz tsur yeshu'ati Rock of Ages let our song 
Lecha na'eh lesha be'eh'yach Praise thy saving power 
Tikon beit te-fi-la-ti  Thou amidst the raging foes 
Ve sham toda neza'beh'eh'yach Was our sheltering tower. 
 
Leh et tachin mat be-yach, Furious, they assailed us, 
Mi tsar ham'na be-eh-eh-ehyach But thine armour veiled us. 
 
Az egmor beshir mizmor And thy word broke their sword 
Chanukat hamizbe'eh'yach When our own strength failed us. 
(repeat last two lines) (repeat last two lines) 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This brochure is sponsored by Yavneh: A Jewish Renewal Community. Located in 
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the richness of the Jewish tradition. An egalitarian congregation, we are proud to 
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age, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or income. More information can be 

found at yavneh-raleigh.org. 

If you found this booklet useful, please consider making a donation at yavneh-

raleigh.org/donate.html to support similar efforts in the future. 
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The Hanukkah Story 
 
Hanukkah (also spelled Chanukah and Chanukkah), known as the Festival 
of Lights, is an eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating the rededication 
of the Holy Temple (the Second Temple) in Jerusalem at the time of the 
Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire of the 2nd century BCE. 
Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days, starting on the 25th day of 
Kislev according to the Hebrew calendar, which may occur at any time 
from late November to late December. In 2014, Hanukkah starts the  
evening of December 16th. 
 
The festival is observed by the lighting of candles placed in a nine-
branched menorah or hanukiah, adding one additional candle on each 
night of the holiday. According to Talmudic legend, when the Jewish 
people reclaimed the Temple in Jerusalem from Syrian invaders, there was 
only enough sanctified oil for one day’s lighting of the menorah. However, 
the legend says, a miracle occurred and it burned for eight days. Hanukkah 
has come to be a symbol of Jewish resistance to tyranny and assimilation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hanukkah Customs 

 On the first night, a single candle is placed on the far right of the 
menorah and lit. Since tradition says that no practical use can be made 
of the Hanukkah lights, an additional candle, the shamash (Hebrew for 
"attendant"), is used to light this candle and provide light. On the 
second night a second candle is place in the menorah just to the left of 
the first. According to one custom, lighting starts with the newest 
candle and proceeds to the right. This continues through the eighth 
night. 

 It is customary to place the menorah where it can be seen from 
outside the house. 

 Foods cooked in oil are traditionally eaten during Hanukkah. These 
include latkes (potato pancakes) and doughnuts. 

 A game is played during Hanukkah using a four-sided top, or dreidel. 
The Hebrew letters nun, gimel, hey, and shin are written on the sides 
of the driedel. These letters are said to stand for “a great miracle 
happened there.” 

 Many Jewish people exchange gifts during the holiday. However, this is 
a more modern addition to the celebration. 

 
Note - as with all Jewish holidays, Hanukkah starts at sunset of the previous “secular” day. 

 

 

Hanukkah Blessings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Latke recipe 

 6 medium-sized potatoes 

 1 small onion 

 1 teaspoon salt 

 1 egg 

 3 tablespoons flour, matzo meal, or bread crumbs 

 ½ teaspoon baking powder 
 
Wash, pare and grate raw potatoes. Strain but not too dry. Grate and add onion. 
Add salt and egg. Beat well. Mix in remaining ingredients. Drop by spoonfuls into 
hot oil deep enough to almost cover. Brown on both sides. Drain and serve with 
applesauce or sour cream. 

 

 

 
 
 

How To Play Dreidel 
 
Dreidels have four Hebrew letters on them, and they stand for the say-
ing, “nes gadol haya sham”, meaning “a great miracle occurred there”. 
In Israel, instead of the fourth letter shin, there is a peh, which means 
the saying is “a great  
miracle occurred here”. 
 
Playing with the dreidel is a traditional Hanukkah game played in Jew-
ish homes all over the world, and rules may vary. Here's how to play 
the basic dreidel game: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Any number of people can take part. 

 Each player begins the game with an equal number of game pieces 
(about 10-15) such as pennies, nuts, chocolate chips, raisins, 
matchsticks, etc. 

 At the beginning of each round, every participant puts one game 
piece into the center "pot." In addition, every time the pot is emp-
ty or has only one game piece left, every player should put one in 
the pot. 

 Every time it's your turn, spin the dreidel once. Depending on 
which letter is facing up, you give or get game pieces from the pot:  

         a) Nun means "nisht" or "nothing" [in Yiddish]. The player does 
              nothing. 
         b) Gimmel  means "gantz" or "everything" [in Yiddish].  The player  
              gets everything in the pot. 

         c) Hey means "halb" or "half" [in Yiddish]. The player gets half  
             of the pot. (If there is an odd number of pieces in the pot, the 
             player takes half of the total plus one). 
         d) Shin means "shtel" or "put in" [in Yiddish].  The player adds a 
              game piece to the pot. 

 When one person has won everything, the game is over! 

  


